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INTRODUCTION 

It is important to note though that in some countries primary education starts at 5 years old and this is when ECD interventions may stop. However, in other 
countries primary education may not begin until 7 or 8 years old. This is why the age range goes up to 8 years. Further, a comprehensive ECD program should 
also link to primary school and ensure a proper transition of children to primary school, which would involve children over the age of 5-6.

Sometimes also referred to as Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD). When it is referred to as Early Childhood Education (ECE), the focus is on the 

education piece only. The acronym ECD will be used throughout this manual as a standard and more commonly used term.
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http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1437/World_Bank_2009_Child_&_youth_development_notes.pdf
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https://www.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/Global%20Strategy%20-%20Ambition%20for%20Children%202030.pdf
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http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1129/ECDiE_Powerpoint_and_Talking_Points.zip
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1129/ECDiE_Powerpoint_and_Talking_Points.zip
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http://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/InBrief-The-Science-of-Early-Childhood-Development.pdf
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/InBrief-The-Science-of-Early-Childhood-Development.pdf
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/term-bank/en/terms/resilience
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1356/OECD_2013_OECD_Factsheet-_What_does_resilience_mean.pdf
http://www.who.int/mental_health/emergencies/guidelines_iasc_mental_health_psychosocial_june_2007.pdf
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SECTION I - OPTIMAL ECDIE: A FOCUS ON HOLISTIC CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

Child development is the process for how children grow and learn. As children 

grow, they are able to handle more complex levels of moving, thinking, feeling and 

interacting with people and objects. Child development includes the domains/areas 

in which children grow: physical, intellectual (cognitive), social and emotional, 

language and communication skills. 

 
Development in early childhood is a multi-dimensional process. Delays in one area 

of development can impact in other areas. 
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http://www.unicef.org/videoaudio/PDFs/Activity_Guide_EnglishFINAL.pdf
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8 See recommendations for Care for Child Development (CCD). (WHO & UNICEF) http://www.unicef.org/earlychildhood/index_68195.html  

http://www.unicef.org/earlychildhood/index_68195.html


ECD IN EMERGENCIES 
  

19 

9 Opportunities to link to “Learning and Wellbeing in Emergencies” Resource Kit, especially the Community Action component including the set-up and use of 
Book Banks, Reading Buddies, Reading Camps, Read-a-thons, etc. 



ECD IN EMERGENCIES 
  

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ECD IN EMERGENCIES 
  

21 

10 Child-centered teaching methods. 
11 Link to inclusive education (IE).
12 Note: Within EiE, informal learning can be informal activities either within a home setting or within a community setting whereas non-formal learning is 
organized learning in a non-formal setting.  
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13 SPHERE, INEE MS, MS for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action. 
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15 NRC promotes 1 adult caregiver for every 4 toddlers (2-3 years) and 1 adult caregiver for every 3 infants (0-1 year). 
16 Link to inclusive education (IE) in emergencies.
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17 WHO, 2004 http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/42878/1/924159134X.pdf?ua=1&ua=1  

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/42878/1/924159134X.pdf?ua=1&ua=1
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http://www.who.int/mental_health/emergencies/guidelines_iasc_mental_health_psychosocial_june_2007.pdf
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21 Psychosocial support refers to the processes and actions that promote the holistic well-being of people in their social world. It includes support provided by 
family and friends. Examples of family and community support include efforts to reunite separated children and to organize education in an emergency setting.  

(INEE. 2010. Minimum Standards for Education: Preparedness, Response, Recovery.) 

http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1272/INEE_2010_Minimum_standards_for_education_(3).pdf
22 A caregiver-child approach is supported through Mother-Toddler programming. 
23 When feasible and appropriate, caregiving education sessions should try to reach out to adolescent mothers in the community. Adolescents are an incredible 
asset. Adolescents may be trained and involved in running programs for children (organizing community play groups for young children, after school learning 
circles for grade one and two, etc.). Involving them in programs helps them learn about young children’s needs and strengthens the ECD programs and their 

skills/knowledge as potential parents. Providing adolescents with “how to rear children” or “what child rearing activities support child development” can be 
strategic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1272/INEE_2010_Minimum_standards_for_education_(3).pdf
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24 http://www.who.int/mental_health/emergencies/ecd_note.pdf  
25 Plan International is also implementing a community-based ECCD program with an emphasis on parenting education called “Community Led Action for 
Children” (CLAC).

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.who.int/mental_health/emergencies/ecd_note.pdf
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http://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/The_Essential_Package_Holistically_Addressing_the_Needs_of_Young_Vulnerable_Children_and_Their_Caregivers_Affected_by_HIV_and_AIDS_1_0.pdf
http://www.care.org/sites/default/files/documents/The_Essential_Package_Holistically_Addressing_the_Needs_of_Young_Vulnerable_Children_and_Their_Caregivers_Affected_by_HIV_and_AIDS_1_0.pdf
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http://www.bettercarenetwork.org/sites/default/files/How%20to%20help%20children%20cope%20with%20transition%20in%20disasters.pdf
http://www.bettercarenetwork.org/sites/default/files/How%20to%20help%20children%20cope%20with%20transition%20in%20disasters.pdf
http://www.bettercarenetwork.org/sites/default/files/Separated%20Children.%20Care%20and%20Protection%20of%20Children%20in%20Emergencies.pdf
http://www.bettercarenetwork.org/sites/default/files/Separated%20Children.%20Care%20and%20Protection%20of%20Children%20in%20Emergencies.pdf
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26 (to adapt) Ecological model of ECD indicating child’s interaction with Caregiver/Family, Community, and National/Policy levels throughout their childhood. 
27 Urie Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Theory of development is widely accepted to indicate the interaction between an individual child and his/her environment. 
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28 Names for this group may differ by context. It may be called an ECD Steering Committee, ECD Task Group or sometimes ECD combines with CPCCs, etc. 
29 Note: Could link to SC resources on the Community Action Cycle and Community Mobilization Training workshop materials. 
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30 ECD spaces cover a spectrum of responses setting-up or supporting a safe space for young children and they may be labelled as home-based, community-
based, center-based, school-based, mobile ECD, corner play, CFS, ECD tent, baby feeding tent, etc. 
31 Other topics to include are: child development, communication with children and carers, working with young children affected by conflict, problem solving and 
peacebuilding activities with children, inclusive education, organizing the environment, planning activities with and for children, working in a team, etc. 
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http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/child-friendly-spaces-emergencies-handbook-save-children-staff
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32 Some contexts also include moral development or the values that guide children’s behaviors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/save-children-psychological-first-aid-training-manual-child-practitioners
http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/save-children-psychological-first-aid-training-manual-child-practitioners
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33 http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00458341.pdf  
34 Levels of stress may be high and may negatively impact on brain development, early learning and overall wellbeing. 
35 Possible behaviors for young children during emergencies: Anxious clinging to caregivers, increased tantrum, disobedience, aggression, fighting, changes in 
eating and sleeping patterns, fear (separation, going to bed, going outside), startling easily, loss of acquired skills (bedwetting, self-help and language), apathy and 

lack of interest in things and others (withdrawal), regressing in speech development, speech difficulties, getting bored quickly with doing activities, unexplained 
aches and pains, upset stomach, hyperactivity or decrease in activity, inability to concentrate (Duncan and Arntson, 2004). 
36 Toxic stress refers to the prolonged activation of the stress response system which disrupts the development or the connections being made in the young 

child’s brain. Toxic stress may happen when a young children experiences strong, frequent and or prolonged adversity without adult support (National Scientific 
Council on the Developing Child, 2010). 

SEL programs’ role within the continuum of services. Source: Diaz-

Varela et al. (2013), 
p. 6. Adapted from IASC Guidelines on Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support in Emergency 

Settings (2007). 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00458341.pdf
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37 Further discussion on PSS: Psychosocial refers to a person’s psychological and social world. It implies that the two worlds are interrelated and interdependent 
and are continually interacting and influencing each other. When one important need is met or not met, this can affect all other aspects of life. (UNICEF) 

http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_57998.html  Psycho refers to the mind and soul of a person. It involves internal aspects such as feelings, thoughts, 
beliefs, attitudes and values. Social refers to a person’s external relationships. This includes interactions with others, social attitudes and values (culture) and 
social influences of family, peers, school and community. The internal (psycho) and external (social) interact and influence each other. A young child has both 

psycho and social needs. (AVSI) https://www.avsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/5aTrainingManualTeachers.pdf  
 

Characteristics of resilient children (SC, 2008; Llewellyn) 

 Self-perception: presence of a significant adult providing unconditional acceptance and sense of hope for the future 

(secure attachment), feels worthy (self-efficacy), positive self-concept, positive outlook on life and the future 

 Social competence: sense of humor, good communication skills, empathy and caring for others, affectionate and 

sociable, ability to use adult as a resource 

 Problem solving skills: thinking abstractly and creatively, attempting alternate solutions for a problem, reflective, asks 

questions, alert 

 Motivation: independence, self-control, ability and desire to accomplish tasks on one’s own, motivation high activity 

level 

3-5% of young children may require specialized intervention 

due to losses, trauma or unresolved grief (IRC)

(INEE. 2010. Minimum Standards for Education: Preparedness, Response, Recovery.) 

http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1272/INEE_2010_Minimum_standards_for

_education_(3).pdf  

 

 

http://www.unicef.org/protection/57929_57998.html
https://www.avsi.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/5aTrainingManualTeachers.pdf
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1272/INEE_2010_Minimum_standards_for_education_(3).pdf
http://toolkit.ineesite.org/resources/ineecms/uploads/1272/INEE_2010_Minimum_standards_for_education_(3).pdf
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38 Adapted from Integrated Quality Framework (UNICEF, 2010).
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http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/save-children-psychological-first-aid-training-manual-child-practitioners
http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/library/save-children-psychological-first-aid-training-manual-child-practitioners
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39 The Common Approach Program Cycle emphasizes that programs must be designed, monitored and evaluated according to a standard process. This process 
is guided by adherence to a standardized program cycle. It can be adapted for emergencies. 
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40 In general emergency phases tend to include: emergency relief and response (in a disaster this may include search and rescue), early recovery, medium to 

long-term recovery (community development and disaster risk-reduction). Prior to an emergency, particularly in contexts prone to natural disasters, mitigation 
and preparedness efforts (e.g. preparedness plans, emergency exercises/training, warning systems, etc.) may have occurred. 
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http://educationcluster.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/EC-Coordinators-Handbook_low.pdf
http://educationcluster.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/EC-Coordinators-Handbook_low.pdf
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Assessment 
Step 1 Plan 

and organize

Assessment 
Step 2 

Conduct the 
assessment 

Assessment 
Step 3 

Analyaze the 
data 

Assessment 
Step 4 Use 
the findings
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Contextualize the collected information, consider: 
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https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwiKsdDLpYLUAhUDOhQKHUPvDa4QFggiMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lift-fund.org%2Fmonitoring-and-evaluation-learning-and-accountability-meal-framework-january-2016&usg=AFQjCNHjDkp-duPtAJVHSJtj5nC5bODuHA
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44 For a mobile space, a truck or van is often used to transport ECDiE materials and facilitators. Facilitators organize activities on-site. This is an effective way to get to hard-to-reach-communities. 
45 Minimum standards for construction needs to be considered. Depending on the context, will construction or renovation materials be available locally or need to be procured? It is important to link to the Shelter 

Sector/Cluster/colleagues. 



ECD IN EMERGENCIES 
  

57 



ECD IN EMERGENCIES 
  

58 



ECD IN EMERGENCIES 
  

59 

46 Reference Guide for Creating Local Materials (SC). 
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http://toolkit.ineesite.org/toolkit/INEEcms/uploads/1058/ECD_Guidelines_for_Emergencies_Balkans.pdf
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